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Pictured, Dr. Chaltu Gifawesen, the namesake and inspiration for CGF 

Established in 2014, the Chaltu Gifawesen Foundation (CGF) newsletter brings you the latest news from CGF in-
cluding operational updates, thoughts from supporters of CGF and other noteworthy news.  

Progress in 2015 
CGF is growing.  Over the past two years we’ve been able to increase the number of scholarships we 

provide by 10 students each school year.  This growth occurs as we maintain the annual commitment 

we've made to our current scholarship recipients.  Earlier this year we increased our scholarship pool to 30 

students.  These students are currently pursuing a Bachelor’s degree at Addis Ababa University and are 

predominantly focused in the Sciences.  

This increase in the number of students we provide scholarships to is entirely due to your generous contri-

butions.  We thank you for the investment you are making in these student's lives.  The scholarships while 

small - as compared to the daily cost of living in the U.S. - make a difference.   

We ask you to consider partnering with us in 2016 as we seek to continue our mission. We distribute schol-

arships every January and rely very much on the end of year giving cycle to help us meet the commitments 

we’ve made to these young students.   

Please consider us this year as you plan your end-of-year giving.  We here at CGF wish you and yours a 

wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year!  
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Remembering Chaltu 
Each e-newsletter we’ll feature a friend or family member of Chaltu’s as they share their fondest memories of 
Chaltu. We asked Goshu Wolde, Chaltu’s husband, to share a few of her memories for this edition. 

After a long fight with cancer, Chaltu 

passed away in 1995.  That’s almost 21 years 

ago but neither time nor circumstances can 

erase Chaltu’s memory from my mind. She 

was one of the finest human beings I have 

ever known. She had so many unforgettable 

qualities and personal traits that endeared her 

to so many people. My friend, Deborah Ke-

mere, referenced two in the last newsletter, 

namely Chalie’s devotion to the Lord and what 

a great prayer warrior she was. I am a living 

witness to these. What comes to mind when I 

think of Chaltu is her determination, resolution 

and amazing will power.  These were exhibit-

ed from childhood. Chaltu’s father, the sole 

breadwinner of the family, died suddenly and 

prematurely when she was a child.  As a 

young child, she helped her mom and family 

with domestic chores often getting up very 

early in the morning, helping in the kitchen and running household errands. At the same time, she went to 

school, worked extremely hard, and excelled graduating from college and two graduate programs, culmi-

nating in a Doctorate.  She later went on to raise two gorgeous children whom she so loved and adored.   

There was no question that she was devastated when she was diagnosed with cancer in 1985 at 

the young age of 36.  It transformed her life. The cancer would metastasize into a brain tumor, begin rav-

aging her body and eventually claim her life. But not before she fought it valiantly and determinedly. The 

prayer warrior that she was, she ceaselessly prayed to the Lord to extend her life, not for herself, as she 

told me, but for the sake of her young children. She was determined to undergo whatever treatment or pro-

cedures her oncologist and doctors recommended. She had a mastectomy followed by radiation to say 

nothing of the heavy doses of drugs she took daily. Despite the spread of the cancer, she studiously read 

medical journals and articles, often calling and talking to researchers in medical schools, laboratories and 

cancer research centers about potential treatments, even experimental drugs.  

Chaltu fought like a tiger. While the cancer wore down her body and exhausted her strength, it 

could not break her spirit. She was stoic, optimistic, never thought of dying and remained, to the very last, 

a perfect picture of grace, beauty and calm.  She touched so many people in her short life. I just hope the 

CGF scholarship recipients will similarly be touched and draw hope, comfort and encouragement from her 

life story. That they will be determined and resolute, as she was, in their academic pursuit and the life be-

yond. That they would realize, current challenges notwithstanding, that there is hope for a better future and 

that much can be achieved in their lives through hard work, perseverance, and an abundance of will pow-

er. And that their paths in life – and in what lies beyond - will be assured if their life is anchored in the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  I also hope Chaltu’s life history will inspire our friends to continue to contribute generously to 

the Chaltu Gifawesen Fund and thus help fund current and future girl enrollees at Addis Ababa University.  

Thank you for the opportunity to share and for listening.  

 

Goshu with Chaltu’s sister, Hirut, and nieces, Mahelet and Josephine 



 

Liya Huluka participates in a Breast Cancer Awareness run in  memory of Chaltu 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

As already mentioned in this newsletter, our foundation’s namesake, Chaltu 

Gifawesen battled breast cancer.  The cancer was treated but it later returned in 

the form of a brain tumor.  This disease would eventually claim her life.  

Many of you likely know and love women who have struggled and battled this dis-

ease. Here are a few ways, we propose, you can honor these women in life and 

death.   

1. Take care of yourself and in particular get regular screenings.  If you have fami-

ly members who have a history of cancer, tell your doctor and ask what type of 

screenings are appropriate for you.    

2. Tell others.  Encourage others in your circle to get screenings.  Attend breast 

cancer awareness events and support organizations that get the word out and 

raise critical funding for research.  

3. Remember those that have lost lives at the hand of the disease.  CGF was cre-

ated to do just that — to honor a remarkable woman, educator and scientist who 

valiantly struggled with this disease.  As you partner with CGF, you join us, in a 

small but real way in battling cancer—by ensuring the legacy of this woman con-

tinues through the lives of the young women who benefit from CGF scholarships. 



Contact Us 

Email us for more about 

CGF. 

Email 

info@chaltufoundation.org 

Mail 

973 Parklane Road 

Auburn, Al 36830 

Web  

Visit us on the web at 

www.chaltufoundation.org 

Donation Options  
 

There are two ways for you to donate at any time during the year.  

1. By sending a check to CGF at: 

973 973 Parklane Road  

      Auburn, Al 36830 

2. Via our secure PayPal Account.  To access the link visit 

www.chaltufoundation.org/donate.html 
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